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A 
nza-Borrego Desert State 
Park is California’s larg-
est park and is located 

about a two hour drive through 
the mountains east of San Diego. 
The community of Borrego 
Springs, its small plane airport, 
golf courses, RV parks, and other 
adjacent private lands are sur-
rounded by this park. 
   The park encompasses some 
1,000 square miles and stretches 
from nearly the Mexican border 
to Riverside County in the north.  
It is  unique in many respects and 
is characterized by its  badland 
deserts in the east and rugged can-
yons and mountains which rise to 
more than 5,000 feet in the west. 
   Most  park facilities and some 
500 miles of primitive 4WD roads 

are located in the low desert areas 
on east side of the mountains. The 
climate in the low lands is dry and 
very hot, being only slightly cool-
er in the summer than places like 
Death Valley. Record highs of 
over 100 degrees have been rec-
orded in eight different months, 
although temperatures in the win-
ter are usually very pleasant.  
    In 1933, California recognized 
the uniqueness of the area and 
approved its creation and manage-
ment as a protected park. The 
park was named after the early 
explorer Juan Bautista de Anza 
and the word “borrego” which is 
Spanish for sheep.  
    The tiny town of Borrego 
Springs serves as the hub for park 
activities where basic services of 

fuel, food, and lodging are availa-
ble. The park visitor’s center is 
located just west of town at the 
base the mountains along with the 
Palm Canyon Campground which 
is the largest campground in the 
park. It has 47 sites with full 
hookups and 73 dry sites.  
     In addition to state support, the 
park receives funding, volunteers, 
and many events provided by the 
Anza-Borrego Foundation, a non-
profit corporation with headquar-
ters in Borrego Springs. 
     One asset of the park which is 
often overlooked is its designation 
as an International Dark-Sky 
Park. The park is committed to 
protecting this feature and is edu-
cating the public on its value as a 
natural resource.  
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